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18 November 2025

Claire Bleakley
President
GE Free NZ

c/o Email: claire@gefree.org.nz

Dear Claire,

Official Information Act Request (PFR Ref. OIA.25.007)

Our AgResearch Group has provided the following responses to your questions in bold:

Please can you explain what the Animal Health costs from 2019 - 2025 refer too

1

2.

Were the GM animals fed GM plants?

A. The GM animals were not fed GM plants.

Please can you advise what the GM animal health problems that occurred when eating the GM
plants?

A. As above, the GM animals were not fed GM plants.

Please can you advise me who were the external service providers and what services they provided?
A. On closer checking, the costs in the Animal Health column for Plant Project Costs, for the years
from 2019 to 2023, were incorrectly labelled, and were not Animal Health-related. These were
soil collection and testing costs, and would have more accurately been included as Other Costs.
We apologise for the error.

The remaining $35,616 attributed to Animal Health in 2024 related to an animal feeding trial for
the HME ryegrass. It includes the purchase costs, feed and animal husbandry costs for the
animals. Blood testing of the animals in the trial was conducted by Gribbles.

You have the right to seek a review by the Ombudsman in relation to you request and our response.
Information about how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone
0800 802 602.

Yours sincerely

Nick Barraclough
Chief Legal Counsel
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