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The specific parts of the proposed Regional Policy Statement that my submission relates to
are as follows:

Clause 1.7 Precautionary Approach and any consequential clauses in so far as it relates to
genetically modified organisms (GMQ)

The Proposed Regional Policy Statement contends that "current legislation may be inadequate to
manage potential adverse effects from the use of genetically modified organisms in the region”. It is
proposed that the Council takes a cautionary approach to the release, control and use of
genetically modified organisms within the region".

(Clearly indicate which parts of the document you suppori, oppose or wish o have amendments made. Use
separate sheel(s) if necessary)

My submission is that:

We request that this position be reconsidered in light of the following:

1. There is no evidence provided to back up the assertion that current legislation is inadequate.

2. A government review of the HASNO Act is proposed. Any concerns related to the adequacy of
the legislation should be managed through that process, rather than trying to add another layer of
control.

3. Community concern can best be addressed on a case by case basis, through the current
process designed to regulate the release, control and use of genetically modified organisms. This
process is run by the Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) and uses national and
international experts (as required) to ensure effective decision making. It also has statutory powers
that enable it to order a wide range of controls and/or limits on the release, control and use of
genetically modified organisms. [t has effective processes in place to ensure compliance with
contrels and to address non-compliance.

4, The adverse impact of this approach on Scion has nof been considered. Scion is the only
regionally-based Crown Research Institute and is a substantial contributor to the BOP regional
economy:

+Is a sizable local employer (approx 340 staff)

<Uses many local suppliers (e.g. catering, lawn and tree maintenance, fencing, graphics and

printing etc).

Scientific research using genetic modification is an integral part of Scion's business and its
research work is for the benefit of New Zealand. Scion had had GM containment and field trials
since 1996. In December 2010, approval was granted by ERMA for a field trial. The approval
process used by ERMA was robust, took into account patential impact on, and perspectives of the

local community, environmental groups, iwi, and other interested parties.
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While the precautionary approach is a valid environmental principle, it is inappropriate to suggest
that specific legislation relating to GMO fails to adequately manage the risks associated with GMO.
Scion is the only regional Crown Research Institute and is working for the good of NZ, Any trials
are strictly controlled and GMO trials can only be undertaken after the rigorous processes of ERMA
have been fully complied with. The Regional Council has an opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process by making submissions on application.

Scientific research using genetic modification is an integral part of Scion’s business and their
research work is for the benefit of New Zealand. Scion has had GM field trials since 1996 and
have had no reason to doubt the adequacy of legislation.

Parliament has turned its mind to the specific issue of environmental risk of genetically modified
organisms in the environment and the processes by which that risk is best menaged. The
Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) was established under the Hazardous
Substances and New Organisms (HSNO) Act 1996 (the Act).

The purpose of this Act is to protect the environment, and the health and safety of people and
communities, by preventing or managing the adverse effects of hazardous substances and new
organisms.

All persons exercising functions, powers, and duties under this Act shall, to achieve the purpose of
this Act, recognise and provide for the following principles:

(2} the safeguarding of the life-supporting capacity of air, water, soil, and ecosystems:

(b) the maintenance and enhancement of the capacity of people and communities to provide for
their own economic, social, and cultural well-being and for the reasonably foreseeable needs of
future generations

Further,all persons exercising functions, powers, and duties under this Act shall, to achieve the
purpose of this Act, take into account the following matters:

{a) the sustainability of alt native and valued introduced flora and fauna:

{b} the intrinsic value of ecosystems:

{c) public health:

{d) the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water, sites,
waahi tapu, valued flora and fauna, and other taonga:

{e) the economic and related benefits and costs of using a particular hazardous substance or new
organism:

{f} New Zealand's international obligations

Specifically in section 7 of the Act the Precautionary approach is addressed:

All persons exercising functions, powers, and duties under this Act, including but not limited to,
functions, powers, and duties under sections 284, 29, 32, 38, 45, and 48, shall take into account
the need for caution in managing adverse effects where there is scientific and technical uncertainty

about those effects.
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ERMA has been established to manage the specific risks of hazardous substances and new

organisms and they are obliged to take a precautionary approach.

it is innappropriate to undermine the public confidence in the HSNO legisiation and ERMA by
statements in the RPS such as clause 1.7.

It is acknowledged that certain aspects of a proposal may require regional consents under RMAS1.
However, it is our submission that the regional matters considered should not duplicate, let alone
intervene further into those matters considered under HSNO.

Further it is inefficient and unnecessary to require additional methods and interventions under the
regional and district plans and consequentially develop further 'management mechanisms' to

respond to risk over and above those matters considered by ERMA.

Scion is a significant contributor to the regional economy. Some 340 employees are directly
employed. by Scion. Many others, locally and regionally, enjoy flow-on benefits in terms of
employment and income.

The benefits accruing from research and innovation have significant benefits to the local, regional,
and national economy. Scion provides new technologies that are taken up by local and regional
businesses.

(State the reason for your submission. Please continue on separate sheet(s), if necessary)

I wish the Bay of Plenty Regional Council to make the following decision:

The Proposed Regional Policy Statement should be amended to state:

"In regional and district plans, such activities should be provided for as complying where ERMA
approval has been obtained and on the basis of ongoing compliance with ERMA controls. Where
ERMA approval has not been obtained, any resource consents granted should be subject to
whatever terms and conditions are necessary to avoid significant adverse effects on the
environment."

Delete any reference to GMO and ERMA in relation to the precautionary approach, together with
any consequential clauses specifically relating to GMO and the placement and location of trial and

containment facilities.

(Give precise details. Please continue on separate sheet(s), if necessary)

Please tick applicable box{es)

X

L]

X
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| do wish to be heard in support of my submission.
(This means that you wish io speak at the hearing}

| do not wish to be heard in support of my submission.
{This means you have elected nof to speak at the meeting).

If others make a similar submission. | will consider presenting a joint case with them at a hearing.



Signature:

Date: f/z/zw,

(Person making sujfnission/or person authorised
to sign on behalf6f making submission)
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Please note under the !ésource Management Act 1991 all submissions must be made available for public inspection.



