
On 7 August, 2000 in Wel-
lington, Sir Thomas Eichel-
baum spoke at the opening 
of the three day scoping 
meetings of the Royal 
Commision, which were 
held in Wellington.   

The scoping  meetings 
were held to encourage 
public feedback and contri-
bution to the issues which 
the Commission would 
address during the year 
long inquiry.   

Sir Thomas Eichelbaum 
outlined many points in his 
speech, regarding how the 
Royal Commission on Ge-
netic Modification would 
conduct it’s activities over 
the next year. 

Some of the key points 
from the Commissioner’s 
speech were:  

• It is expected that 
there will be a great 
amount of interest in 

this Commission both 
in New Zealand and 
overseas, because it is 
the first of it’s kind in 
the world on Genetic 
Engineering. 

• The final decisions on 
what happens with the 
future of this technol-
ogy will rest with the 
New Zealand Govern-
ment. 

• It is possible that the 
decisions made from 
this Commission may 
be irreversible. 

• The Royal Commis-
sion on Genetic Modi-
fication represents an 
independent body to 
investigate and report 
on the issues. 

• The processes for the 
Royal Commis-
sion where possi-
ble, will be open 
and in public. 

• The process for filing 
submissions will be 
announced in due 
course. 

• The Commission will 
consult and engage 
with Maori. 

From The Commission’s 
Opening Statement, 7/8/00, 
Sir Thomas Eichelbaum 

www.gmcommission.govt.
nz 
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At long last, the Royal 
Commission on Genetic 
Modification is here and up 
and running.  After an ini-
tial set up time, the Com-
mission has set out it’s 
scheduled hearings and is 
taking submissions from 
the public.   

The website of the Royal 

Commission can be found 
o n  h t t p : / / w w w .
gmcommission.govt.nz/ 
and contains lots of infor-
mation about the Com-
mission itself, it’s activi-
ties, and the process and 
deadlines for submission.   

For the public, submis-

sions must be to the Com-
mission by 1 December. 

So start now and get your 
submission in. 

Contained in this edition 
are some helpful tips on 
writing  submissions. 

WRITE A SUBMISSION NOW 

Not on the Internet? Ask the Royal Com-
mission for a hard copy of their information 
pack for general public submitters.  

PO Box 3554 
Wellington 
Ph 04 4959151  

SUBMISSIONS MUST BE IN TO THE 
COMMISSION BY 1 DECEMBER 2000 
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Genetically engineered trees are particu-
larly worrying for many reasons includ-
ing: 

∗ The field trials are long in duration, 
up to 20 years. 

∗ There has been 
no independent 
testing on the 
safety of these 
trees in the envi-
ronment. 

∗ The world is rap-
id ly t u rn ing 
against genetically engineered crops.  
New Zealand has a high wood ex-
port market, this may be damaged 
once we begin growing these trees 
here. 

Trees are the latest plant to be subjected 
to genetic engineering in the biotechnol-
ogy world.   Despite the beginning of the 
Royal Commission, two applications 
have been received by ERMA 
(Environmental Risk Management Au-
thority) for the field trials of genetically 
engineered trees.   

The Forest Research Institute has applied 
to plant two different types of genetically 
engineered trees: herbicide resistant pine 
and spruce trees and pine trees modified 

to mature quickly or 
to be sterile.    

We will give you the 
result of this applica-
tion when it is re-
leased. 

The first Annual General Meeting of GE 
Free New Zealand (RAGE) In Food and 
Environment Inc was held on Sunday 27 
August at 10am.  Enclosed in this mailout 
is a copy of the annual report and the an-
nual financial report for members to read. 
The new positions and current positions 
appointed were:  

President: Mary Anne Howard-Clarke 
(Wellington); National Spokesperson: 
Jon Carapiet (Auckland); National Sec-
retary: Susie Lees (Nelson); National 

Treasurer: Jon Muller (Wellington); Na-
tional Co-Ordinator: Claire Southward 
(Wellington); Christchurch Co-
Ordinator: Paul de Spa.   

Changes to Constitution: NEW POSI-
TIONS: Kapiti Co-Ordinator: Ian Mel-
rose; Rotorua Co-Ordinator: Allan Wil-
liams; Nelson Co-Ordinator: Peter Go-
erig;Northland Co-Ordinator: Marty 
Robinson; Maori Co-Ordinator: Dianna 
Tawharu.   

Further changes: The Management Com-
mittee Members can vote by way of 
email or conference call provided the 
Committee members know of the vote. 

Memberships Categories: Monthly Sup-
porter, Unwaged, Single, Family, Organi-
sation, Corporate, Lifetime.  Membership 
automatic if give donation above mem-
bership fee unless otherwise specified. 

 

technology of genetic engineering in the 
field of medicine, if such use means that 
the benefits are outweighed by any risks. 
Our vision for New Zealand is a geneti-
cally engineered-free food and environ-
ment. 
 
Our aim is to promote understanding of 
genetic engineering and its individual and 
global implications, to enable people to 
make informed decisions and take appro-
priate actions.  
 
GE Free New Zealand is concerned at the 
use of genetic engineering technology in 
the food chain and the environment. 
 
We are concerned at the speed of genetic-
engineering technology and the lack of 

A big welcome to all of our new mem-
bers!  For those of you who aren’t famil-
iar with our objectives, we thought we 
would put them in this newsletter. 
 
GE Free New Zealand is a nation-wide, 
non-political and non-profit organisation. 
We were formerly known as RAGE. 
 
GE Free New Zealand represents more 
than 120 consumer groups as well as 
thousands of individual members. 
 
GE Free New Zealand has been approved 
for “Interested Person Status” for the 
Royal Commission on Genetic Modifica-
tion. 
 
We are not opposed to the use of the 

independent research on safety. 
 
We consider that it is vital for a morato-
rium to be put in place on all genetically 
engineered food products and on the re-
lease of all genetically engineered organ-
isms into the environment. 
 
We believe that a moratorium is neces-
sary until sufficient long term and inde-
pendent knowledge has been acquired to 
make it possible to judge if it is justifiable 
and safe for our health and environment 
to exploit this technology. 
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∗ Pollen from pine trees travels great 
distances, up to 600kms.  It is impos-
sible to 100% guarantee the contain-
ment of this pollen in any field trial. 

Trees, food crops, animals.  At 
what point will the biotechnology 
companies draw the line?   

This technology has the potential 
to genetically engineer every liv-
ing thing on earth. 

And that is a very sobering 
thought. 

Í,Î;ÏÑÐ�Ò Ï�Ó ÔÖÕØ×#Ò Ù;Ó ÚÛÙC×#ÏÑÓ Ü�Ý�ÞßÒ Ý
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The body  
• Use headings 

a n d  b u l l e t 
points to break 
up the text  

• Double check 
all for your ref-
erences for ac-
curacy  

• Don’t plagiarise, as this under-
mines the credibility of your 
argument  

• Proof read closely 

 
If you are making a sub-
stantive submission, con-
tact Amp to ensure co-
ordinated coverage of all 
the issues.  While substan-
tive submissions carry 
more weight, even the 

simplest submission is unique and valu-
able as it serves as an indicator of public 
o p i n i o n .  
See Amp’s Website for more information 
at http://www.amp.wellington.net.nz 
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An effective substantive submission must 
develop a logical argument backed up 
with robust research, so you will need to 
back up your arguments with relevant 
articles and research, and reference them.  
Writing a summary 
A substantive submission will have more 
impact if it begins with a summary of the 
key message and the supporting points. 
The key message should sum up, in one 
sentence or a short paragraph, what you 
want the commission to decide.  

Writing a submission isn’t difficult.  
There are  two different types of submis-
sions, simple & substantive.  This article 
covers some tips for simple submissions, 
and the article below looks at writing a 
substantive submission. 

Tips for Writing a Simple Submis-
sion 

The following guidelines are taken 
from Amp‘s website.  Amp seeks to 
encourage public participation in the 
Royal Commission. To be effective, a 
simple submission needs to be written 
a s  c l e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  
You can write it as a letter to the 
C om m is s i on  i f  you  w a n t . 
A simple submission is most power-
ful when you speak from your heart 
or personal experience. You do not 
need to use jargon or scientific research, 
you can just say what you feel or want.  If 

you feel strongly about this issue, let your 
submission show your passion.  Make 
sure you: 

• include your name and address  
• use one side of A4 paper  

• write or 
print clearly: or  
• use a large 
clear font  
• indicate if 
you want to 
make an oral 
submission also  
 

Key Message 

The most important thing to do when 

writing a simple submission is to begin 
with a statement that summarises your 
key message to the Royal Commission.  

This key message should sum up, in one 
sentence, what you want the Commission 
to decide.   

The key message statement may take 
longer to write than the rest of the sub-
mission, but a very simple submission 
could be just that one sentence, support-
ing the key message. 

The rest of the submission can justify, 
explain or clarify your key message.   

Make each point as clear and concise as 
you can.  Use bullet points and headings 

rather than long paragraphs of text.  

See Amp’s Website for more infor-
ma tion  a t  h t tp: / / www.am p.

wellington.net.nz 

Your voice and views on this topic WILL 
make a difference.   

Your submission IS vital.  The strength 
of one voice is very powerful.  The 
strength of many voices together have 
immense power to bring about change 
and action.   

There will never be a better time than 
NOW.   

Writing a submission to the Royal Com-
mission will play a direct and important 
part in determining the future of genetic 
engineering in New Zealand. 

It is crucial that New Zealanders let the 
Royal Commission know what they 
think.  It is more than likely that this will 
be our ONLY chance to have our say in 
the future of this technology in New Zea-
land.  

So get your pens 
and paper, and 
get  wri ting.   
T e l l  y o u r 
friends, family, 
everyone you 
know and let 
t h e m  k n ow 
about the power 
that they hold to 
make a real dif-
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“While substantive submissions carry 

more weight,, even the simplest 

submission is unique and valuable as 

it serves as an indicator of public 

opinion.” 
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result in an exhibition of delicate woven 
pieces with a political anti GE statement 
at the Suter Gallery. 
 
Frustrated by the 
denial of the Na-
tional Government 
to act, we began 
promoting a GE 
Free Nelson, to 
raise public aware-
ness, designing 
and distributing bumper stickers, and 
placing petitions in public places.  
 
October saw a change of government, 
promising a Royal Commission, RAGE 
became GE Free NZ and Nelson, the Na-
tional Office, producing newsletters. 
Christmas saw Nelson council vote 6/5 
against the instigation of a GE Free zone, 
however we continue presenting signa-

tures, (now approx. 6000 ) and Nelson 
has achieved interested party status at the 
Royal Commission.  

 
We hope to adequately represent 
all those people who believe that 
GE Free is the future for Nelson 
and all New Zealand. 

Hello everyone.  My name is Claire 
Southward and I am the National Co-
Ordinator for GE Free New Zealand 
(RAGE) In Food and Environment Inc.   

I have a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
and a Masters Applied degree in Social 
Work.   

Currently I am paid to work for GE Free 
New Zealand for 20 hours per week. 

My involvement with GE Free New Zea-
land has been varied and extensive over 
the last 2 1/2 years.  My own interest in 
GE foods was sparked primarily because 
I am a vegetarian and I heard about ge-
netically engineered soybeans.   

I began to investigate more about ge 
foods and what I found out alarmed me 
so much that I wanted to take some ac-
tion.  I joined the Wellington Branch of 
RAGE (as it was called then) and started 
going to the weekly meetings.   

Soon, I found myself appointed as Secre-
tary, and then National Secretary.  Back 
then, we all worked long hours on the 
campaign with virtually no funds and 
little public awareness.   

Since then the amount of public concern 
has grown hugely as has the organisation 
itself.   

In addition, I co-authored a chapter with 
Mary Anne Howard-Clarke in the New 
Zealand book, Designer Genes – The 
New Zealand Guide to the Issues and 
Facts about Genetic Engineering, (2000), 
ed. Ray Prebble, Dark Horse Publishing, 
Wellington.  Our chapter was called 
“Why RAGE?” and outlined the history 
of the campaign and health and environ-
mental concerns about genetically engi-
neered food.   

In my role, I am involved in a variety of 
tasks with the organisation.  Including: 

⇒ The co-ordination of our strategy for 
the Royal Commission and liasing 
with other groups who are also in-
volved.   

⇒ Liasing with all of the Regional Co-
Ordinators to ensure nationwide 
communication. 

⇒ Co-ordinating and sending out press 
releases when required. 

⇒ Writing and distributing the national 
newsletter. 

⇒ Co-ordinating national actions, dem-
onstrations, submissions. 

⇒ Co-ordinating fundraising strategies,  
offering suggestions for new strate-
gies. 

⇒ Co-ordinating public meetings of 
speakers for GE Free New Zealand. 

⇒ Amending Constitution Document as 
agreed at AGMs. 

⇒ Liasing with members to give them 
necessary information to contact 
their Regional Co-Ordinators. 

Well that’s about all from me, any que-
ries I can be contacted on elis@paradise.
net.nz or (04) 475-9346 (phone number 
to be changing soon). 
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Susie Lees is the National Secretary for 
GE Free New Zealand and heavily in-
volved in both the running of the Na-
tional Office and GE Free Nelson. 
 
After emigrating to NZ in 97,I visited 
Nelson, and found a genetic engineering 
leaflet published by the Nelson Environ-
ment Centre (NEC), that one event 
changed my life.  
 
Concerned about risks to the environment 
from genetic engineering, I became in-
volved in telephone polls, making props, 
organising actions and meetings, and 
writing submissions to ANZFA and 
ERMA . A steep learning curve and a full 
time voluntary job! 
 
I attended the first ERMA hearings on 
GE organisms whilst working as artist in 
residence, these interests combined to 
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tle, with the potential to create new dis-
eases. With the current 
state of understanding of 
this science, these prob-
lems are not predictable. 
AgResearch and ERMA 
are playing dice with 
New Zealand’s microbial 
ecosystem." said Stephen 
Blackheath of GE Free 
New Zealand. 
 

Ngati Wairere, the Tainui hapu which 
claims mana whenua over 
the land on which the re-
search will be carried out, 
requested more research 
into the risks.  
 
Taken from “ERMA Ap-
proves Cattle with Human 
Genes”, Press Release GE 

Free New Zealand, 25 July 2000. 

The application from AgResearch to ge-
netically engineer cattle with human 
genes was approved on 25 July 2000.  
The research was approved despite the 
voluntary moratorium on new research 
which is in place under after the Royal 
Commission on Genetic Modification 
makes it’s recommendations. 

"The engineering of animals is the great-
est immediate threat to human health of 
all GE research, because it opens up the 
species barrier between humans and cat-

Birds could be under 
threat by GE plants 
Andrew Watkinson and a team of scien-
tists in Norwich, used a com-
puter model which theoretically 
predicts the impact of GE sugar 
beet on wild birds skylarks.   

The model found that chemical 
methods of herbicides used with 
the genetically engineered crops 
could be too efficient at control-
ling weeds and leave the birds 
with not enough wild seeds to eat.   

The flow on effect of this may threaten 
the skylark and greater wild bird popula-
tion in Britain if the crops are used 
widely. 

“GM crops ‘could put bird life in jeop-
ardy’”, The Independent, Steve Connor, 

Science Editor, 1 September 2000. 

People and animals could 
be affected by eating GE 

Food 
Research from the 
University of Jena in 
Germany shows that 
the genes from geneti-
ca l ly engineered 
plants can cross over 
into other species of 

wildlife. 

This three year study adds weight to ar-
guments that people could be affected by 
eating GE foods. 

The study “has found that bees take up 
engineered genes from oilseed 
rape” (Independent, 28 May 2000). 

“GM genes ‘can spread to people and 
animals’”, The Independent, Geoffrey 

Lean, Volker Angres, and Louise Jury, 28 
May 2000. 

fits.  
 
The proposed experiment is believed to 
have applications far beyond medical 
research, including plans for altering milk 
used in dairy products. This raises con-
cerns for New Zealand’s export industry 
based on its ’clean, green’ image, and the 
possible economic damage. 
 
Taken from Press Release – “Legal Ac-
tion May Block GE Risk to Dairy Indus-
try”, GE Free New Zealand, 29 August 
2000 

GE-Free New Zealand (RAGE) In Food 
and Environment Incorporated is wel-
coming legal action in the Wellington 
High Court to overturn the approval of 
experiments to put human genes in cows.  
The move by law firm Walters Williams 
and Co, has been made on behalf of an 
individual, and is also expected to be sup-
ported by other groups including Maori. 
 
The legal case challenges ERMA (The 
Environmental Risk Management Au-
thority) on its evaluation of the proposal 
and the balance of risk, costs and bene-
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