STOP Terminator SEEDS
WHY IS NEW ZEALAND SUPPORTING TERMINATOR AGAINST THE WORLD ?

The idea of using Genetic Engineering (GE) to create 'TERMINATOR' seeds that grow once but then 'terminate' the lifecycle and become infertile - is back on the international agenda. 

Monsanto's TERMINATOR seeds are just one of the range of infertility techniques (*GURTS or Genetic Use Restriction Technologies) that are being developed for GE plants. In this particular case the aim is to stop farmers around the world from saving seeds, and to force them to buy new seeds each year. 

Until recently this technology has been on hold thanks to a defacto international moratorium. But at a recent international meeting Canada tried to overturn that moratorium. Reports from the conference say the countries of the world opposed Canada except for New Zealand and Australia !
Many people see TERMINATOR technology as a crime against humanity because it is an attack on farmers in the developing world (who traditionally save seed), on the food supply, and on the natural cycle of life and the environment. TERMINATOR is up for discussion and could be forced on the world unless nations agree to ban it.

The New Zealand government says it supports GURTS on a "case by case" basis to help the environment! But Monsanto's patented TERMINATOR system is only designed to help company profits. This is the "case" our government must speak out on from an ethical and moral standpoint, and support a global ban.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

Demand the New Zealand government speak out against this "particular case" and support an international ban on Monsanto's TERMINATOR system. Our government must keep faith with the nations of the world and support a moratorium on all GURTS that threaten basic rights, bio-diversity and our future.

Fax,email, or call 'reverse-charge', or Write Freepost ( to Parliament Buildings Wellington):  

Marian Hobbs       mhobbs@ministers.govt.nz      tel 04 470 6566    fax 04 495 8467 

Helen Clark           pm@ministers.govt.nz             tel 04 470 6568    fax 04 473 3579 

Jim Anderton         janderton@ministers.govt.nz   tel 04 470 6550   fax 04 495 8441

Jim Sutton             jsutton@ministers.govt.nz       tel 04 470 6556    fax 04 495 8447

Parekura Horomia phoromia@ministers.govt.nz   tel 04 470 6558    fax 04 495 8475

Genetic Engineering (GE or GM) changes the chemical codes of DNA that help give each creature its features. 'GE' can mix genes from different species and is hit and miss, using anti-biotic resistance markers and virus promoters to activate new genes. Imported GE foods include canola, soy and maize. GE medicines can be made ethically inside a lab so carry different risks to food. IMPORTANT: All fruit and vegetables grown in New Zealand are GE-Free.
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GE Food in Supermarkets                                                                                          

Foodtown, Pak-n-Save and other supermarkets are now allowing GE foods on sale. Some ingredients like oil from GE canola, maize or soy, are not labelled, while other GE labels are hard to see and can mislead. 

Stagg's Chilli Beans (Vegetable variety and one meat variety) use GE. 

People can be deceived into buying these products because the only warning about GE is in tiny letters on the back. Please ask your supermarket to take such products off the shelves and to ban GE foods until they are properly tested and have a clear warning on the label. 

Foodtown /Woolworths 

email: customerinfo@progressive.co.nz or

angela.deehan@progressive.co.nz 

call: 0800 40 40 40  or 09 275 2788

Pak n Save / New World 

email: melissa@foodstuffsnz.co.nz
call: Auckland: 09 621 0600  Wellington: 04 527 2510  South Island: 03 353 8700
Minister Consumer Affairs: Demand the law requires clear GE labelling 

Write to: Parliament Buildings Wellington (Freepost) or email 

Judith.Tizard@parliament.govt.nz
Things to mention: 

Scientists and doctors warn that testing of GE food is inadequate. People more at risk include the elderly, pregnant women and those with suppressed immunity.

This is an issue of cultural values, ethics, and safety to health and the environment. 

Supermarkets may be liable for damage. The Australian Insurance Council says manufacturers using GE may face "asbestos-style" lawsuits in years to come.
Make a difference........

1) Keep up-to-date  

Sign up at www.GiantExperiment.co.nz for short emails about what's going on.

2) List your home on the GE- Free Register                          

Register wherever you live as a "GE-Free zone": www.gefreeregister.co.nz

3) Write to Councils

Individuals, churches and community groups can ask councils to include protection of GE-free food and the environment as a "community outcome" in short and long-term plans.
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